PAH LEX : Mj? conspiracy ? Come, Anna, come,
you are clever enough to know that if 1 were
guilty I should never have carried the proofs
about with me. And I should be dealing very
differently with you now,

ANNA : Then let us say no more about it, Peter.
I promise not to meddle again with your affairs.
Be good to me, Piotr, and let us say no niore !

[She   attempts   a   movement   of tenderness,   but

PAHLEN remains grave and cold,

PAH LEX : No, Anna, we cannot leave it there.
You have forced your way into a circle that has
closed about you. What you have learned you
cannot forget; and I must reckon with your
knowledge. Unfortunately I must reckon with it,

ANNA : Peter, must you make me unhappy ?

PAHLEN : Understand me. Your lover is one

persons but Governor Pahlen is another.

ANNA :   And  what  punishment  is   Governor

Pahlen pleased to decree ?

PAHLEN : From your tone it is plain you do not

understand me yet. Listen, Anna. You have

become involved in a conspiracy.

ANNA (crying out] : You devil ! You devil! That

is false I

PAHLEN : A secret document has come into your

hands. I am therefore obliged to secure your

silence. (ANNA makes a movement as if to escape.)

Pray be reasonable, Anna, in your own Interest.

I secure your silence in the way that is least

painful to you.

ANNA : And that is-----?